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Covid 19

The district council continued to operate during the pandemic although much of its administration and council 
democratic procedure like most councils took place virtually. The financial effects of the pandemic offset by 
some government support allowed NFDC to be in a relatively reasonable financial position considering the back 
drop of the pandemic, lockdown and funding/income loss.

New Waste Strategy 

There will be significant changes to both the way NFDC collect waste and recycling but also the way HCC 
dispose of it. Whilst a bespoke solutions to collection/storage models in some of the unusual areas of our district 
will prevail all residents will see a dramatic change in how NFDC deals with waste going forward. This whole 
process is still ongoing as NFDC awaits the results of the government national consultation on the national 
aspect of waste management.  I was pleased I ensured Waste minimisation was highlighted as it is the first and 
most important part of the waste hierarchy and there were no initiatives in the New Forest to reduce waste with 
retailers or suppliers. This is an area I hope NFDC will add more focus to.

A326

The impacts of the Fawley Waterside development, Solent Gateway’s development of Marchwood Military Port 
and ABP on Dibden Bay make the future of the A326 and transport in general along the Waterside an important 
topic. It is predicted from the Fawley development alone there will be 13,500 extra vehicle movements a day. 
Improvements to roundabouts and possibly duelling the road north of Dibden roundabout are proposed but 
careful effort to improve public transport, support the Hythe ferry, Waterside rail and better cycling routes are 
key to the multi modal transport strategy NFDC has.

Housing

NFDC produced a private sector housing strategy. Whilst they have worked to produce a rationalised approach 
to private sector renting, it is no substitute for a cohesive social housing strategy, which NFDC has to work 
harder on with its long housing waiting list of local, families. The Greener Housing committee is a project to 
improve energy use in 50 of the most energy inefficient NFDC properties.  It also had a presentation for a more 
efficient and greener maintenance and repair scheduling system for NFDC properties including a greener travel 
plan for repair teams. This showed a real attempt to work on green housing issues.

Economy

NFDC was part of the successful Solent Freeport bid and it is hoped this will bring economic and employment 
benefits to the Waterside part of it could be located near Marchwood.  NFDC has given the Parish council £11k 
as part of £107k monies they were to share amongst all the parishes in the district to offset any covid 
expenditure, not enough to cover our costs but every little helps.

Leisure Centres 

Perhaps the greatest folly of NFDC is the fact they are privatising the running of the Leisure Centres during a 
national pandemic, when the centres are actually closed. How public confidence will result in visits to the 
centres is unknown. How the district council’s greatest contribution to public wellness will continue is again a 
subject of speculation in this situation. They were advised by myself and others to wait until the pandemic was 
over and then review, when there was a better understanding of the post covid world and its requirements but 
they would not listen and the future of the service to many after the pandemic is unclear.

Budget

The District Council needs to raise £13,117,360 through council tax for its own operations in the new financial 
year. Therefore, it has increased its budget by 2.8%, which gives our share of the council tax for a band D 
council tax for the year beginning 1 April 2021 to be £183.36.  Again we see council tax payers paying more for 
less!
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